
 

   Be sure you include an 
email address, phone num-
ber, and/or fax number on 
your absentee ballot applica-
tion in case your local elec-

tion official needs to con-
tact you. Remember, many 
states allow you to submit 
your form electronically, 
and deliver your ballot elec-
tronically or provide online 
ballot access. Go to 
FVAP.gov or your State’s 
election website to see how 
you can return your form. 

   To find out the status of 
your registration/absentee 
ballot request, contact your 
local election office at http://
www.fvap.gov/shortcuts/
wheresendfpca.html, or visit 
your State website. 
   If 30 days before the elec-
tion (or longer based on your 
geographic location) you 
think you will not receive 
your State ballot in time to 
vote and return it, vote the 
FWAB at FVAP.gov. The 
FWAB is also available at the 
Embassy and Consulate as 
well as at military installa-
tions around the world. 
   Check your state's election 
website for specific informa-
tion on candidates, elections, 
contact information, and links 
to your local election offices. 
Find your State's website at 
FVAP's web portal: http://
www.fvap.gov/reference/
links.html  

   The 2012 elections are un-
derway and we at the U.S. 
Embassy in Quito and Consu-
late General in Guayaquil, 
through the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program, are here 
to help you find information 
on voting in your state of 
residence, request a ballot, 
and submit them in time for 
local, state and the national 
elections.  
   Voters from these states 
should visit the FVAP.gov 
web portal to register and 
request their absentee ballot 
for the March and April 2012 
Presidential Preference Prima-
ries (P) and State Primaries (S) 
listed below:  
   Note for March Primaries:  
If you have not received your 
requested State ballot, submit 
the back-up Federal Write-In 
Absentee Ballot at FVAP.gov 
(see FWAB information be-
low). 
 
March Primaries   

Illinois (P,S): March 20 

Louisiana (P): March 24 
 
April Primaries 

D.C. (P,S): April 3 

Maryland (P,S): April 3 

Texas (P,S): April 3 (This is 
a change, the election was 
originally scheduled March 6) 

Wisconsin (P): April 3 

Alabama (Primary Run-
off): April 24 

Connecticut (P): April 24 

Delaware (P): April 24 

New York (P): April 24 

Penn. (P,S): April 24 

Rhode Island (P): April 24 

May Primaries 

Indiana (P,S): May 8 

N. Carolina (P,S): May 8 

West Virginia (P,S): May 8 

Idaho (P,S): May 15 

Nebraska (P,S): May 15 

Oregon (P,S): May 15 

Arkansas (P,S): May 22 

Kentucky (P,S): May 22 

Texas (Primary Runoff): 
May 22 
 
   All members of the U.S. Uni-
formed Services, their family 
members, and citizens resid-
ing outside the U.S. who are 
residents from these States 
should submit an FPCA for 
these elections by going to 
FVAP.gov or by following the 
instructions in the Voting As-
sistance Guide, also available 
at FVAP.gov.  
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Chimborazo - 20565 

ft./6268 m.  

Cotopaxi - 19347 

ft./5897 m.  

Cayambe - 18996 

ft./5790 m.  

Antisana - 18874 

ft./5758 m.  

El Altar - 17454 ft./ 

5320 m.  

Iliniza Sur - 17218 

ft./5248 m.  

Sangay - 17159 ft./ 

5230 m.  

Iliniza Norte - 16817 

ft./5126 m. 

Carihuairazo - 16496 

ft./5028 m.  

Tungurahua - 16479 

ft./5023 m.  

Have you registered to  

receive your election ballot?  
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“  If you have interest 

in or knowledge of the 

culture and traditions 

of rural America, PAS 

has opportunities for 

you to interact with 

school kids, university 

students, and the 

general public .”  

New ACS Handbook Available Online 

Volunteers Needed to Talk About Rural America 

   Do you know something 
about life outside of Amer-
ica’s cities?  The Public Affairs 
Section (PAS) of U.S. 
Embassy Quito and 
U.S. Consulate General 
Guayaquil are looking 
for volunteers to help 
with 2012’s program-
ming on Rural America 
by sharing their inter-
ests and expertise with 
the people of Ecuador.  
   If you (or visiting 
friends or family mem-
bers) have interest in or 
knowledge of the culture and 
traditions of rural America, 
PAS has opportunities for you 
to interact with school kids, 
university students, and/or 
the general public. Both Eng-

living in rural areas of the 
United States; 

Talking about National 
Parks, rodeos, farming, 
cheese-making, state 
fairs, 4H Club, or other 
areas of interest; 

Talking about blue-
grass, country and west-
ern musicians;  
square dancers, line 
dancers, contra dancers, 
square dance callers; or  
quilters.  
For more information, 

please contact Jennifer Law-
son at 2-398-5359 or email: 
lawsonje@state.com.  

Access the new ACS Handbook: 

http://photos.state.gov/

libraries/quito/153436/ACS/

ACS-Handbook.pdf 

A M E R I C A N  C I T I Z E N  S E R V I C E S  

lish and Spanish speakers 
are welcome. Your partici-
pation will help to increase 

mutual understanding be-
tween the United States 
and Ecuador. 
 
Examples include: 

Talking about your 
family’s experiences 

Embassy Holds Town Hall Meeting in Quito 

The American Citizen Services 
  unit  
  has com-
  pleted a new 
  handbook 
  for U.S. citi-
  zens travel-
  ing or living 
in Ecuador.  It has information 

on the laws of Ecuador, what 
to do if you are the victim of 
crime, how to handle Ecuador-
ian visa issues and more.  We 
will soon have printed copies 
available, but you can access it 
now online at: http://
ecuador.usembassy.gov/
security-and-safety/american-

citizen-services-
handbook.html 
  Depending on your internet 
speed, it may take a few min-
utes to download.  As always, 
we appreciate your feedback.  
 

After several successful out-
reach 
meetings 
in recent 
years in 
Baños, 
Cotocachi 
and Rio-
bamba, 
the U.S. 
Embassy 

held a town hall meeting on 
February 28 in Quito.  Over 80 
U.S. citizens attended the 
meeting, held at Academia 
Cotopaxi, to hear presenta-
tions on consular services, the 
current state of political and 
economic relations between 
the U.S. and Ecuador as well 
as on the risks of natural dis-
asters in Ecuador.  At the end 

of the two-hour meeting, con-
sular staff was on hand to 
answer questions and provide 
consular services such as no-
taries and passport renewals.  
   More presentations are 
planned in 2012.  Stay tuned 
to emails from the Embassy 
for more information.  
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   It’s been a pleasure to serve in Ecua-
dor as Consul General these past three 
years and I hope I’ve been a useful con-
tact and resource to all of you.  As hap-
pens in the Foreign Service, the time 
has come for me to move on.  I will de-
part Ecuador on May 1st and make my 
way to my next post in Manila, The Phil-
ippines. 
   Please rest assured that you will con-
tinue to receive the level of service that 
you have come to expect from us.  My 
successor, Charles Smith, arrives in Au-
gust and in the meantime you will be 
very ably assisted by my Deputy, Matt 
Flannigan, and the ACS Unit Chief Andy 
Grillos. 
   I thank you all for the kindness, friend-
ship, and warm welcome you have ex-

tended to me during my time here.  
Ecuador has been a wonderful posting 
and whether you are a temporary visi-
tor or a long-term resident, I hope that 
you enjoy it as much as I have.  
 
- Jennifer  
================================ 
   I want to convey my gratitude to all 
the wardens and U.S. citizens that I 
have had the pleasure to work with 
over the past two years in the American 
Citizen Services unit of the U.S. Embassy 
in Quito.  The U.S. citizens that live and 
travel in Ecuador are a diverse group of 
expats that truly represent the diversity 
of our country and it is an honor to 
have worked with you and for you.   

   ACS work covers the cycle of life, from 
birth certificates to death certificates, 
and everything in between.  While we 
have worked on some very difficult 
crime cases during my time here, we 
also frequently see acts of goodness and 
decency from strangers that have made 
me very proud of what we do.    
   I leave this month for my next post in 
Cote d’Ivoire in West Africa, but turn the 
ACS unit over to the able hands of An-
drew Grillos.  Helping him are the great 
local staff including Daniel Arroyo, 
Vanessa Montague, Joan Parrish and 
Esteban Velasco who are all here to 
serve you in whatever way they can.  
 
- Adios a todos, Travis Murphy  

majority of the cases have been 
located in the provinces of Guayas, 
Manabi, and Los Rios; cases have 
also been reported in El Oro and 
Esmeraldas.  There have been also 
been cases of malaria reported in 
the provinces of Esmeraldas and 
Los Rios. 
   Both diseases are transmitted by 
mosquitoes, so whenever possible 
U.S. citizens in Ecuador should 
take measures to avoid being bit-
ten.  You should inspect their 
properties for standing water, 
which is where mosquitoes breed.  

In the event you develop-
ment symptoms of den-
gue (high fever, joint pain, 
severe headache, and/or 
rash), you should avoid 
taking painkillers that 
contain aspirin and con-
sult with a physician im-
mediately. 
   The Centers for Disease Control 
have detailed information about 
both malaria and dengue on their 
website, located at cdc.gov/
malaria and cdc.gov/dengue. 
preparedness.html.   

   There have been more than 2000 
cases of dengue, including the more 
severe dengue hemorrhagic fever, in 
coastal Ecuador since January 1.  The 

Reports of Dengue Fever and Malaria in Coastal Ecuador 

Contact Us 

For more 
information, 
visit cdc.gov/
malaria and 
cdc.gov/
dengue. 
preparedness.h
tml.   

Bureau of Consular Affairs:  Secure Borders, Open Doors" 
 
Embassy website:  http://ecuador.usembassy.gov 

 The U.S. Embassy Ecuador on Facebook 

 Follow the U.S. Embassy Ecuador on Twitter 

 Watch U.S. Embassy videos on YouTube 

The telephone number for American Citizen Service inquiries is (011 

593-2) 398-5000. Public call-in hours are Monday through Thursday 

8:00 to 10:00 a.m. and Friday 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. For after-hours 

emergencies, call (011 593-2) 398-5200.    

ADDRESS: Avigiras E12-170 y Eloy Alfaro 

EMAIL: ACSQuito@state.gov  
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